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Collecting Allied Military Government 

by Richard Pederson, USPPS #1356 

During and immediately following World War II, the Allied forces occupied conquered 

areas in Italy, France, Germany, and Austria. Those areas were administered by the 

Allied Military Government (AMG), which restored postal service in those areas and 

issued stamps for that purpose. 

The first area to be administered by the AMG was the island of Sicily where stamps 

were issued in 1943 for use by the AMG forces and civilians. The first AMG issue, 

commonly called the AMG Sicily issue, was printed by the U.S. Bureau of Engraving 

and Printing (BEP). See Figure 1.  

 

Figure 1. Examples from AMG Sicily issue. 

After liberation of southern Italy, in December 1943, the AMG restored limited postal 

service in Naples using prior Italian stamps overprinted locally by the AMG (see Figure 

2). Shortly thereafter, the provisional Italian government issued their own stamps, 

commonly called the Bari Wolf issue (see Figure 3). 

 

Figure 2. Stamps overprinted for use in Naples. 
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As Allied forces gained control of southern France in 1944, the U.S. BEP designed and 

printed stamps for use in the liberated areas. Those stamps were turned over to the 

provisional French government under General Charles De Gaulle and were formally 

issued in Paris in October 1944 for use throughout France (see Figure 4).  

 

Figure 4. AMG stamps issued for use in France. 

Within the area of Venezia Giulia (which is on the Adriatic Sea and included a portion of 

present day northeastern Italy bordering Austria and Slovenia), existing Italian stamps 

were overprinted “AMG-VG”, an example of which is shown in Figure 5.  

 

Figure 5. Italian stamp overprinted “AMG-VG”. 

Later, following the defeat of the Axis powers in Germany and Austria, those countries 

were subdivided for administration by the U.S., Britain, France, and the U.S.S.R. In 

Germany, a single design, the AM Post issue, was used in both the U.S. and British-

administered areas (see Figure 6). Those issued by the AMG for use in the U.S. and 

British-administered areas of Germany are especially interesting as the first issue was 

printed in the U.S. by the BEP, followed by Britain and Germany printing additional 

stamps with different paper types, perforation gauges, gum types, marginal markings, 

and color varieties.  
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Figure 6. AM Post issue used in U.S. and British-administered areas of Germany. 

Stamps with a single design were issued from June through November of 1945 for the 

U.S., British, and French areas of Austria. The AMG Austria issue was the last set of 

stamps that were designed and printed by the U.S. B.E.P. for the AMG (see Figure 7). 

 

Figure 7. AMG stamps issued for use in Austria. 

At the Paris Conference, following WW II, the area of Venezia-Guilia was sub-divided 

with the city of Trieste and surroundings set aside as the Free Territory of Trieste (FTT). 

The FTT was further with the northern zone, designated Zone A, administered by the 

AMG. The AMG replaced the AMG-VG issues that had been in use in Zone A with new 

issues that were created by overprinting current Italian stamps with an “AMG-FTT” 

overprint (see Figure 8). Trieste Zone A was the final European area where the AMG 

issued stamps.  

 

Figure 8. AMG stamps issued for use in FTT Zone A. 
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In addition to those areas discussed above, many consider South 

Korean and Ryukyu Islands stamps issued under U.S. 

administration, following WWII, to be a part of the AMG collecting 

area. South Korean stamps were issued under U.S. military rule 

from February 1946 through August 15, 1948 (see Figure 9 at 

right), after which the Republic of Korea was established and 

began issuing its own stamps. 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about AMG collecting, join the AMG Collectors’ Club (AMGCC). 

Membership is only $20 per year and includes the quarterly journal, the A.M.G. Courier. 

Information about the AMGCC and AMG stamps and covers is available on the AMG 

Facebook® page at https://www.facebook.com/AMGCollectorsClub/ or on the AMG web 

site at http://www.amgcollectors.org. 

This article, which has minor updates to the figures and content, was first published in 

the special NY 2016 edition of Possessions. This article is an abstract of a more in-

depth article, published in the Third Quarter 2016 edition of Possessions. 
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Figure 9. Japanese 

stamp overprinted 

for use in Korea. 

Figure 10. Stamp 

from first Ryukyu 

issue. 

 

Stamps of the Ryukyu Islands were issued 

under U.S. administration from 1948 until May 

15, 1972 (see Figure 10 at left), when the 

islands were returned to Japan. 
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