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Collecting Allied Military Government 

by Richard Pederson 

 

During and immediately following World War II, as the Allied forces occupied conquered 

areas in Italy, France, Germany, and Austria, those areas were administered by the 

Allied Military Government (AMG). Although the Allied forces included the United States 

(US), Great Britain, France, the USSR, Yugoslavia, and others, in Europe, the AMG 

was a collaboration of the British and American military forces.  

The first area to be administered by the AMG was the island of Sicily where stamps 

were issued in 1943 for use by the AMG forces and civilians. The first AMG issue, 

commonly called the AMG Sicily issue, was printed by the U.S. Bureau of Engraving 

and Printing (BEP) and is shown in Figure 1. Although those first stamps were inscribed 

for use in all conquered areas of Italy, most were used in Sicily.  

 

Figure 1. AMG Sicily issue. 

After liberation of southern Italy, in December 1943, the AMG restored limited postal 

service in Naples using prior Italian stamps overprinted locally by the AMG (see Figure 

2 for examples). Shortly thereafter, the provisional Italian government issued their own 

stamps, commonly called the Bari Wolf issue (see Figure 3). The Bari Wolf stamps were 

sanctioned by the AMG and pictured a wolf, which was the symbol of the founding of 

Rome. They were first available in Bari, Italy in December 1943. The Bari Wolf issue, 

which was locally printed in Naples by Richter & Co., was used in other areas of Italy as 

they were liberated by the Allied forces. 
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Figure 2. Stamps overprinted for use in Naples. 

 

Figure 3. Bari Wolf issue. 

As Allied forces gained control of southern France in 1944, the U.S. BEP designed and 

printed stamps for use in the liberated areas. Those stamps were turned over to the 

provisional French government under General Charles De Gaulle and were formally 

issued in Paris in October 1944 for use throughout France. The first issue printed by the 

BEP for use in France is pictured in Figure 4.  

 

Figure 4. AMG stamps issued for use in France. 

Within the area of Venezia Giulia (which is on the Adriatic Sea and included a portion of 

present day northeastern Italy bordering Austria and Slovenia), existing Italian stamps 

were overprinted “A.M.G. V.G.”.  Since there was an urgent requirement for stamps in 

Venezia Giulia, the initial printing of “A.M.G. V.G.” stamps, which were issued in 

September 1945, included some with the fascist symbol of the Roman ax, an example 
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of which is shown in Figure 5. Additional stamps not containing the fascist symbol were 

also overprinted, a few of which are pictured in Figure 6. 

 

Figure 5. “A.M.G. V.G.” stamp issued with fascist symbol. 

 

Figure 6. “A.M.G. V.G.” stamps issued without fascist symbol. 

Later, following the defeat of the Axis powers in Germany and Austria, those countries 

were subdivided for administration by the U.S., Britain, France, and the U.S.S.R. In 

Germany, a single design, the AM Post issue, was used during 1945 and 1946 in both 

the U.S. and British-administered areas (see Figure 7). Those issued by the AMG for 

use in the U.S. and British-administered areas of Germany are especially interesting as 

the first issue was printed in the U.S. (by the BEP). Then Britain and Germany printed 

additional stamps. There were different paper types, perforation gauges, gum types, 

marginal markings, and color varieties. The AMG Germany stamps pictured in Figure 7 

were printed by the U.S. BEP on thick porous paper with gauge 11 perforations. 

 

Figure 7. AM Post issue used in U.S. and British-administered areas of Germany. 
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The French refused to use the AM Post stamps in the French-administered areas of 

Germany. Instead, France issued stamps designed and printed at the French 

Government Printery in Paris for use in their zone. The first French stamps available for 

use in Germany were issued in December 1945 and are pictured in Figure 8. 

 

Figure 8. AMG stamps issued for use in French-administered areas in Germany. 

Stamps with a single design were issued from June through November of 1945 for the 

U.S., British, and French areas of Austria. The AMG Austria issue was the last set of the 

stamps that were designed and printed by the U.S. BEP for the AMG. The three high 

values in the set are pictured in Figure 9. 

 

Figure 9. AMG stamps issued for use in Austria. 

At the Paris Conference, following WW II, the area of Venezia-Guilia was sub-divided. A 

small portion bordering Italy was awarded to Italy, a large piece bordering Yugoslavia 

was awarded to Yugoslavia, and the central portion, including the city of Trieste and 

surroundings, was set aside as the Free Territory of Trieste (FTT). The FTT was further 

divided into a northern zone, including the city of Trieste, that was called Zone A and a 

southern zone that was called Zone B. Figure 10 is a public domain map of the FTT 

from Wikipedia. 
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Figure 10. Map showing FTT Zones A and B. 

Trieste Zone A was administered by the AMG and Zone B was administered by the 

Yugoslavian military. The AMG replaced the AMG-VG issues that had been in use in 

Zone A with new issues that were created by overprinting current Italian stamps with an 

“AMG-FTT” overprint. 

FTT Zone B used overprinted Yugoslavian stamps. Trieste Zone A was the final 

European area where the AMG issued stamps. A broader array of stamps was issued, 

over a longer period of time, for the Trieste Zone A than for any other AMG-

administered area in Europe. Stamps were issued for Zone A from October of 1947 

through October of 1954 after which most of Zone A was ceded to Italy, and Trieste 

Zone B plus a small southern portion of Zone A were ceded to Yugoslavia. The high 

values of the first AMG-FTT postal issue are shown in Figure 11. 

There were also numerous back-of-the-book (BOB) issues for AMG-administered Zone 

A. These included airmail, postage due, parcel post, special delivery, authorized 

delivery and revenue stamps. Stamps from the first airmail issue are pictured in Figure 

12. 

 

Figure 11. High face value AMG stamps issued for use in FTT Zone A. 
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Figure 12. First AMG-FTT airmail issue. 

In addition to those areas discussed above, many consider South Korean and Ryukyu 

Islands stamps issued under U.S. administration, following WW II, to be a part of the 

AMG collecting area. South Korean stamps were issued under U.S. military rule from 

February of 1946 through August of 1948, after which the Republic of Korea was 

established and began issuing its own stamps. Figure 13 shows one of the six stamps 

included in the first issue for South Korea under U.S. administration. As can be seen in 

the picture, the first stamps were created by overprinting Japanese-issued stamps. 

 

Figure 13. South Korean stamp created by overprinting of prior Japanese issue. 

Stamps for the Ryukyu Islands were issued under U.S. administration from 1948 until 

May 15, 1972, when the islands were returned to Japan. A stamp from the first issue 

under U.S. administration is pictured in Figure 14. 

 

Figure 14. Stamp from the first Ryukyu Islands issue of seven stamps. 

For those interested in specializing, there were also provisional stamps issued, during 

the period from July 1945 through 1948, by postmasters of Kume Island and four island 

districts of the Ryukyu Islands. The Kume Island stamps were created locally and those 

issued by the four island districts were created by placing handstamps on Japanese 
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stamps. Some of the provisional issues are quite expensive, especially in used 

condition.  

Collecting the emissions of the AMG is popular in Europe and the U.S. Why are AMG 

issues a popular collecting area? There are a number of reasons that attract collectors 

to AMG stamps and covers, with some of the more significant ones listed below: 

1. It is possible to complete a set of the basic, face different regular issues at a cost 

that is affordable to most collectors; 

2. Many of the stamps were printed by the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and Printing in 

Washington, D.C., thus they are properly a part of a U.S. collection; 

3. Some of the stamps were printed in London, making them of interest to British 

collectors; 

4. The stamps used in the occupied countries are properly considered part of those 

countries’ philatelic history and are logical extensions to collections of stamps 

from those countries; 

5. For those looking for challenges, in addition to the regular issues, there are many 

AMG-issued back-of-the-book (BOB) items including revenues, postage dues, 

parcel post stamps, and postal stationery; 

6. There are numerous interesting freaks and errors; 

7. There are many plate varieties and printing varieties, including stamps having 

different gauge perforations, paper types, shade/color types, and gum types; 

8. First day covers (FDCs) or earliest known use (EKU) covers are available, for 

many AMG issues;  

9. A vast array of covers, with colorful stamps, documents the post-war history of  

postal operations in the occupied nations and those covers are plentiful enough 

so that the great majority are inexpensive; 

10. For those who are fascinated by World War II, the AMG issues have historical 

significance as they are an artifact that helps document both the later part of the 

war and the period immediately following the war;  

11. Some AMG issues, especially those for the Free Territory of Trieste (FTT), have 

topical interest; and 

12. For those wishing to collect an area with a good chance of monetary 

appreciation, the AMG issues are attractive as many of them have increased 

significantly in value, especially in recent years. 

Although there is not time or space to address each of the above potential collecting 

areas in any depth, I will touch on a few of them to show how anyone from a novice 

collector to advanced specialist can enjoy collecting AMG stamps, covers, and related 

material. 
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First, I will address collecting the regular AMG issues for occupied areas in Europe. If 

you confine your collection to face different AMG stamps for Austria, France, Free 

Territory of Trieste, Germany, Italy, and Venezia Giulia, it is possible to build an 

affordable collection that can be completed and gives you the opportunity to own 

stamps for all areas administered by the AMG in Europe. If upon completing the 

collection, you want to go further, it is easy to expand by adding perforation, gum, 

paper, and color varieties, as your interests dictate. 

A collector could also choose to collect revenue stamps issued for one or more of the 

occupied areas or attempt to locate each face different regular issue stamp on cover. 

Both revenues and covers offer significant collecting challenges. There are numerous 

types of revenues in existence and many are difficult to locate. Locating proper in-period 

on-cover examples of many AMG stamps can be quite difficult, even though many items 

are not expensive. Figure 15 shows two copies of the British printing of the 3 pfennig 

German AM Post stamp added to a 6 pfennig postal card to pay the 12 pfennig inter-city 

postal rate that became effective on March 1, 1946. Since German numeral stamps 

were issued on March 1st to replace the AMG stamps and the use of AMG stamps was 

not permitted after October 31, 1946, there was a relatively short period when the rate 

combination on the Figure 15 cover was valid.  

 

Figure 15. 6 pfennig AMG postal card with two 3 pfennig AM Post stamps added to pay 

a proper rate. 

Some collectors are interested in a specific country, such as Germany or Italy, for 

reasons such as ancestral connections. It is possible to limit yourself to that one area. 

Your collection can either be limited to AMG issues or can be an extension of a general 

collection of the selected country. For example, if you desire to limit yourself to AMG 

stamps issued for Germany, the challenge can be increased by adding BOB items, 

postal history, FDCs, errors, and the many printing varieties resulting from the stamps 
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being printed in three locations: Washington, D.C. by the U.S. Bureau of Engraving and 

Printing; London, England; and Brunswick, Germany. 

Earlier, I showed examples of airmail stamps issued by the AMG for the FTT (see 

Figure 12). Figure 16 pictures several other types of BOB stamps issued for the FTT. At 

the top, from left to right, in Figure 16 are special delivery, parcel post, and postage due 

stamps.  

The bottom of Figure 16 shows an authorized delivery stamp on the left and a pair of 

industrial-commercial tax stamps on the right. Mint industrial-commercial tax stamps are 

usually collected in pairs because, when an invoice recorded a sale, it was required that 

there were two copies of the invoice, each with a cancelled copy of the stamp attached. 

 

Figure 16. BOB stamps issued for the FTT. 

Collectors desiring a true challenge can focus on the many AMG freaks and errors, 

some of which are very difficult to find. There are numerous freaks and errors known on 

AMG issues because, with the need to make stamps available as quickly as possible, 

quality control was lacking. For instance, AMG-VG issues are known to exist as errors 

with both doubled and inverted overprints, and as freaks with horizontally displaced 

overprints. Figure 17 provides examples of AMG-VG stamps with inverted overprint 

errors and Figure 18 shows displaced overprint freaks.  

 

Figure 17. AMG-VG stamps with inverted overprints. 
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Figure 18. Displaced overprints. 

This article is not intended to be an exhaustive discussion on AMG history and 

collecting. Although I have only touched on a few of the reasons why AMG issues are 

interesting and collectible, I think it is safe to say there are AMG stamps, covers, and 

collateral material that would be of interest to most collectors. If you have not already 

tried AMG collecting, why not give it a chance. I think you will be glad you did. To learn 

more about AMG collecting, join the AMG Collectors’ Club (AMGCC). Membership is 

only $20 per year and includes the quarterly journal, the A.M.G. Courier. Information 

about the AMGCC and AMG stamps and covers is available on the AMG Facebook® 

page at https://www.facebook.com/AMGCollectorsClub/ or on the AMG web site at 

http://www.amgcollectors.org.  

This article, which has minor updates to the figures and content, was first published in 

the special NY 2016 edition of Possessions. 
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